
286 THEOLOGY 

A Christmas Collect. 
Almighty and everlasting God, Who didst stoop to raise our 

fallen race by the childbearing of blessed Mary; grant that we who 
have seen Thy glory manifested in our manhood, and Thy love 
perfected in our weakness, may daily be renewed in Thine image and 
conformed to the likeness of Thy Son, Who liveth and reigneth with 
Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. 

Source: Gallican, Gelasian, and Mozarabic collects, translated by 
Bright, Ancient Oollects, pp. 25, 26, 27. 

An Epiphany Collect. 
Almighty and everlasting God, Who didst illuminate the darkness 

of our night, and make known unto the Gentiles Him Who is the 
true Light and the bright and morning star; fill, we beseech Thee, 
the world with Thy glory, and in Thy splendour reign among the 
peoples; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, Who, etc. 

A retranslation of the Gregorian collect, Bright, p. 29. 

A Collect for Passion Sunday (or at any time). 
o Lord, Who hast ordained and crowned Thy people with a royal 

priesthood, Thyself the Great High Priest first reigning from the 
Tree; enthrone us also, we beseech Thee, by lives of constant love, 
and an humble service of others, that they and we together may go 
to possess that Temple and Kingdom where Thou with the Father 
and the Holy Ghost, one Sovereign God, reignest for ever and ever. 

Original, suggested by Sermon LXXIII. of Donne. 

t~t ~orb in ~ction. 
Heroism. I.-The Battlefield. 

"Greater love hath no man than this."-JoHN xv. 13. 

If war has done nothing else of spiritual value, it should have brought 
the heroism of the Cross back into its right place. 

The ministry of Jesus Christ begins with loyalty under temptation, "For 
it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt 
thou serve;" it ends with heroism in face of death, " Thinkest thou that 
I cannot now pray My Father . . . 1 But how then shall the Scriptures 
be fulfilled, that thus it must be 1" (Matt. xxvi. 53, 54.) First and 
last His appeal is to the Scriptures. He has His orders; it is the soldier 
spirit. A scout on the point of locating hidden forces of the enemy fell 
into their hands, and was imprisoned in an empty house between them and 
his friends. As they advanced he broke out with a cry of warning, and fell 
riddled with German bullets. Over his grave was written: "He saved 
others; himself he cannot save." What was a taunt on Calvary has in 
France become a superscription. 

It is such misrepresentation of the Gospel as may easily arise out of 
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sacrificial languase relating to the Atonement-e.g., Isa. liii. 7-that has 
obscured the heroISm of Jesus and turned many heroes from His allegiance. 
G. Bernard Shaw, in one of his scornful prefaces, long ago nicknamed this 
perversion " Crosstianity"; and now the Dean of Carlisle, in his Bampton 
Lectures, sets out to rectify tendencies of this kind in the sphere of theology. 

But to return to the battlefield. 
(1) It is important to keep heroism distinct from its recognition: 

"Vixere fortes ante Agamemnona." The many new decorations insti
tuted since 1914 are admittedly inadequate as far as that goes. But it 
would be unfair to many officers and men to impute vainglory to their 
exploits in war. The first mark of heroism is modesty. "I only did what 
any man would have done under the circumstances." 

(2) On the other hand, heroism does imply pre-eminence. To that 
e~tent the instinct for decoration is a true one. Heroism is obeying orders 
and something more, or, rather, the interpretation of orders so truly as 
almost upon occasion to disobey them in the letter. A mistake will be 
punished as disobedience, and the soldier who made no attempt to interpret 
his orders in the spirit will go unpunished. Which sounds hard, but shows 
that true heroism is courage plus judgment. It is a moral quality, the 
exceSs of responsibility over discipline. Consider the cases of General 
Dyer at Amritsar and of Colonel Kelly, who won a V.C. in France, but 
afterwards refused to obey what appeared to him to be foolhardy orders 
on the Archangel front. 

(3) Heroism is born of fellowship. The hero may be single-handed, 
but he should never be lonely. A gaudy print, which is to be found on 
many a cottage wall, shows two British troopers in a sun-swept plain. On 
the horizon a cloud of dust marks the approach of fierce horsemen. Beside 
the two lies the one horse which has carried them thus far and dropped dead. 
One man (in blue) lies sorely wounded; his companion (in red) holds his 
hand in one of his and in the other a pistol, waiting for the end. The 
a&sumption is that the one horse might haTe carried the unwounded trllopet 
to safety, and perhaps no one would have blamed him-a.t least, there 
would have been no punishment. 

Heroism and loyalty are thus close akin. Read the awards in the 
LoMon Gazette or Oourt Oircular, and you will find generally that the 
exploit oonsisted in holding some vital point of communication or defence 
that others might serve in safety, or in leading those others when the time 
came for ofIence. The fellowship of Christ's sufIerings was the widest 
of all. 

(4) Then room must be found in heroism for humour. Grim humour 
lIOtnetimes. How the heroes taunt each other in the Iliad! How many 
great men have died with a jest on their lips! And to-dayor yesterday 
thece was "Ole Bill," or the U-boat crew who attended concerts at--, on 
the East coast, and then posted a farewell appreciation to the bandmaster. 

(5) But-and here many a good man must have been troubled where 
other good soldiers felt no check-is there room for guile in heroism ! 
Kust.8 honour Ulysses equally with Menelaus ~ To act a lie is Ikrubtless 
braver than to lead a forlorn hope, because detection means heavier 
punishment in enemy hands. But are spying, lying, and mystery (as 
understood at sea) the regrettable necessities of even the best cause 
possible, or are they the acme of heroism 1 . . . 

We turn to the O.T. and the heroes of the people of God; but we ha"te 
known Christ. Can 'tvX'}J' mean so1l1 1 Is th~ the supreme sacrific&'
to be da.mned that my friend may live 1 Then God, who kllOWS all hearts, 
will surely not condemn. 

Y. 
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